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1. THE ANUEMU AND ITS OBJECTIVES  

The unit is a central ANU facility housed mainly in the Research School of Biological 
Sciences. It provides access to light and electron microscopy and related techniques to staff 
and students from all areas of the ANU. Major equipment includes four transmission 
electron microscopes (TEMs),  four scanning  electron microscopes (SEMs), a dual beam 
Focused Ion Beam/SEM,  confocal, deconvolution and other light microscopes, a laser 
capture microscope, a small scanning tunneling microscope, cryo-preparation instruments 
and a range of other ancillary equipment for specimen preparation, analysis and image 
processing.  Two of the electron microscopes are housed in the Research School of Earth 
Sciences. A full description of the operation of the facility can be found through the 
website http://www.anu.edu.au/EMU/index.html.  

Objectives of the Unit, as set out in its establishment paper (2498/1988): 

“The purpose of the unit is to provide an efficient service in scanning and transmission electron 
microscopy to the University community at large and to users external to the University, where 
appropriate. This service shall include provision for access to modern EM equipment, service for 
occasional users, training in EM methods for regular users and consultation on applications of EM. 
The Unit is encouraged to provide leadership in the development and implementation of new EM 
equipment and methodology. It is an objective of the University to maintain the standard of the 
facility at a level commensurate with the University's heavy commitment to research and to the 
major research objectives within the programs of the Schools and Faculties”. 


