
COERCIVE  RECONCIL IAT ION:  STAB IL ISE ,  NORMALISE ,  EX IT
ABORIGINAL AUSTRALIA

Arena Publications, Melbourne, 2007
RRP in Australia: $27.50
Inquiries: glenise@arena.org.au
Phone: 61 (0)3 9416 0232
Fax: 61 (0)3 9416 0684

In the wake of the release of Anderson/Wild Little Children Are Sacred report, the Howard
government has declared a national emergency and mobilised a coalition of police, army and
others in what they suggest will be the ‘first phase’ of a program to tackle child sexual abuse in
remote Aboriginal Australia. Using both the language and strategic force of a military campaign,
the Minister for Indigenous Affairs has described his government’s new approach towards
Aboriginal communities in the terms: ‘stabilise, normalise, exit’.

Edited by Jon Altman, Director of the ANU Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy Research, and
Melinda Hinkson, Lecturer in Anthropology at the ANU, this book is an urgent critical response
to the government’s actions. A wide range of authors contextualise the crisis facing remote
Aboriginal communities and the government’s most recent response in light of the history of and
wider policy towards Aboriginal Australia. The book considers how the rhetoric of emergency
excludes such questions as whether the government itself is complicit in the state of remote
Aboriginal communities; how the approach to tackling child sexual abuse dovetails with the
government’s broader goals in Indigenous affairs; the long-term effects of the government’s
actions; and alternative responses to the Anderson/Wild report. 

Contributors include: Jon Altman, Ian Anderson, Judy Atkinson, Larissa Behrendt, Kay Boulden,
Maggie Brady, Tom Calma, David Dalrymple, Megan Davis, Michael Dillon, Michael Dodson,
Patrick Dodson, Bill Fogarty, Raimond Gaita, Olga Havnen, John Hinkson, Melinda Hinkson,
Ernest Hunter, Melissa Johns, Michael Mansell, Joe Morrison, John Morton, Gregory Phillips,
Tristan Ray, David Ross, Tim Rowse, Guy Rundle, Mathew Ryan, John Sanderson, John Taylor,
William Tilmouth, Pat Turner, Nicole Watson and Rex Wild with artwork by Michael Leunig, Rod
Moss and Bruce Petty.
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