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Jill Roe AO is a well-known historian with a special interest in historical biography. 
She chaired the editorial board of the Australian Dictionary of Biography (1996-
2006) and is a past President of the Australian Historical Association. In this lecture 
she will examine Manning Clark’s 1962 proposition, that the story of Australia is 
a story of the struggle between the forces of Catholicism, Protestantism and the 
Enlightenment, through the prism of biography.  She will look at developments 
in biography in Australia since Clark’s day, paying attention to such influences as 
religion and secularism, and heredity and environment.
 
The Biography Institute was established by the Humanities Research Centre to 
encourage and promote biographical work of various kinds  including autobiography, 
memoir, life-writing  and in various media. A principal aim of the Institute is to 
host an annual Seymour Lecture on Biography, with associated activities, including 
seminars and workshops. The lecture, which has been generously endowed by Dr John 
Seymour and Dr Heather Munro AO, is delivered first in Canberra, and then in two 
other Australian cities. It will be published in the Australian Book Review.


