Southern Thailand Seminar: A Short Report

On 11 May the NTSC hosted a seminarTtve Crisis in Southern Thailand: Cultural
Policy, Gender Issues and Reconciliation Prospec&s delegation of five from
southern Thailand participated in the seminar,ngjvd comprehensive overview of
the current crisis there and related issues.

Currently, the Muslim-majority provinces of Southérhailand are embroiled in one
of Southeast Asia’s most violent conflicts. Formaticorporated into Thailand early
last century, the area has been the centre of myetb conflict for many years.
Recently, conflict has become more intense. O@80Jives have been lost in the
last three years, and there are now dangers d@rgaticonflict between Muslims and
Buddhists.

There are many forces working to resolve southeoblpms — officials, NGOs,
academics, and the National Reconciliation Commis§2005-2006) which last year
issued recommendations for a change in governmelntigs (including adopting
Malay as a working language). Delegation membersevad participants in the
process of trying to find solutions to these praide

Delegation members who participated in this semivexe:

Assistant Professor Dr Worawit Bary, from Prince of Songkhla University
in Pattani. He was a member of the former NatioRa&conciliation
Commission, and is a frequent commentator on evianise South. He has
particular interest in language policy, politicadagovernment policy.

Assistant Professor Arin Sa-idj from Prince of Songkla University, Pattani
Campus, and founder of the Friends of Women grohigtwhelps victims of
the southern violence.

Mr Waeyusoh Samaalega distinguished former public servant. He served
the Southern Border Provinces Administration Ceatr@ cultural officer. He
has compiled a dictionary on Thai-local Malay termsd he is involved in
bilingual curriculum design which is being pilotedthe South of Thailand.
He is also involved in Pusaka, an educational fatiod that supports the
educational activities of Tadika (informal schofds young Muslim children),

and is President of the Muslim Business AssociatioBattani.

Mr Tanate Adulyakij , Director of the Ministry of Culture, Pattani Qfé.
He is the first Muslim director of the Provincialibiktry of Culture in Pattani.

Mrs Suphacha Somsonga cultural officer from the provincial office whe
currently involved in data collection on Malay cuk.

Around 45 people attended the seminar, which a#daevide interest across the
campus and also from the public service. Mr Tarlaégan, highlighting the
importance of the Malay language and Islam in iggtishing those in the south from
other Thais. Professor Worawit linked current peois to the historical state of
Pattani, and problems following its incorporationTihailand at the beginning of the
twentieth century. Mr Waeyusoh spoke of planstitingual education to address

1



Muslim education problems in the region. And Psst& Arin spoke of the particular
problems facing Muslim women as a result of theenirconflict. Speakers stressed
that the vast majority of Muslims did not suppotblence, and wanted more
autonomy not independence or merger with MalaysBpeakers also welcomed
policy changes under the Surayud government, bptesged concern that this had
not always led to changes in practice on the ground

The delegation visit was part of a broader touMeibourne, Canberra and Sydney,
sponsored by the Australia-Thailand Institute. Th&it was coordinated by Dr

Michael Connors from La Trobe University, with asance from the National Thai

Studies Centre, ANU and the University of Techng|dgydney.

Scenes of life in Southern Thailand, and from the elegation visit to

Can bel‘l’a (Photos from Southern Thailand courtesy of Asststanfessor Arin Sa-idi)

Above: Pattani Central Mosque. Built in 1954, ithe largest mosque in Thailand.












Above: Delegation members prepare to present aNii®C organized seminar. From left to
right: Mr Tanate Adulyakij, Assistant Professor d\&a-idi, Mrs Suphacha Somsong,
Assistant Professor Dr Worawit Baru, and Mr WaeyuSamaalee.

Above: Seminar participants.



Above: Members of the delegation at the Canbetearisc Centre, Monash,
ACT, for lunch and afternoon prayers.

Above: Members of the delegation standing at NexidPaent House with
Dr. John Funston, Executive Director NTSC, and Mapangna Chulanont, ANU
PhD student.






